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Week 3 Question: Filing A Lawsuit

In the event students' parents file a lawsuit against COVD-19 vaccination, I think that the judge should rule against the parents and order continued vaccination. I think that the judge should first consider the wellbeing of the students. Amendment 14 in the constitution of the United States asserts that no state shall make or enforce any law abridging the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States or deprive any person of life, liberty, or property without due process of the law (Fujiwara). In this context, the judge will consider the immunity and wellbeing of the population, ensuring that they have the right to enjoy a happy life, free of disease. Failing to take the vaccination against a virus that has killed millions of people in the world, and over 450,000 in the country alone. Considering the severity of the pandemic, it is necessary for the judge to make a ruling that will benefit majority of Americans, and in this case, students in Tennessee University. 

The states have the authority to command vaccinations and implement punishments and, or fines for those who refuse to take the vaccines. In the case of  Jacobson V. Massachusetts 197 U.S. 11, (1905) the Supreme Court decided that the had the authority to mandate vaccinations and punishments for those who failed to adhere to the same. Supreme Court's legal decision was made with the exception of those with health complications and those with religious beliefs. In the case of students in Tennessee University, there were no genuine reasons why the parents filed a lawsuit against COVD-19 vaccination. The students and parents as well did not provide the judge with necessary documentation proving that they could be exempted during the vaccination process. 

The judge should rule against the parents and students because the country is currently facing a pandemic and the worst hit country. In the state of Tennessee, parents can refuse immunization of their children provided that the country is not facing or under the threat of an epidemic. Based on these exemptions, the Tennessee Department of Health advocates that college and university students should get vaccinated against COVD-19, a move which would help reduce the severity of the virus. 
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